A  BRAHMAN'S   DAY
Every morning two oblations are made, one to the sun
and one to Prajapati (the Creator and Protector). The object
of the oblation to the sun is to procure its favour ; of that to Pra-
japati to ask forgiveness for any imperfection in the sacrifice.
This done, the worshipper prays to the sun, standing with
both arms extended and hands outstretched towards it, and
saying: * May all in this world be happy, may they be healthy,
may they be comfortable and never miserable. May the rain
come down in the proper time, may the earth yield plenty
of corn, may the country be free from war, may the Brahmans
be secure, may the sonless gain a son, may those who have
sons gain grandsons, may those without wealth gain wealth,
and all live for hundreds of years.'l
The worshipper then makes a mark on his forehead with
some of the ashes and, bowing to the altar, gives the god
permission to depart, saying: * Depart, O thou best of gods,
to thine own place. Fire, go thou to that place where Brahma
and other gods dwell. May the Sun be pleased with this homa?
In the evening also homa is performed before the evening
meal, but then the mantra is said, not to the sun, but to
Agni, who takes care of the night, and the oblations are made.
to Agni and Prajapati. But at the end of both morning and
evening homa Visnu is asked to forgive all imperfections.
Whenever homa is performed at the thread-giving, hair-
cutting, or marriage ceremonies, an offering is made to Pra-
japati towards the end of the rites, asking for forgiveness
for all mistakes, and then Visnu is asked to forgive. The
word at the end of the mantra is svaka* Agni has two wives,
Svaha and Svadha: Svaha carries to the different gods the
oblations offered to them, Svadha carries the offerings to the
dead ancestors. So at the end of an inauspicious offering
to the dead the word Svadha is used, but in an auspicious
offering like the present the word Svaha is employed.
1 It throws an interesting light on the supreme importance of the mon-
soon to the well-being of India to notice its place in this kindly, comfortable,
genial daily prayer.